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conclusion.

Mr. CALHOUN made the following
REPORT:

(To accompany bill S. No. 216.)
The Special Committee, to whom was re

Mississippi, including its great tributaries;
to report their opinion in detail as to the
present condition of its navigation; the
character of the obstruction which endan-
ger or impede its navigation; to what ex-

tent they can be removed; what would be
the effect of their removal in diminishing
the hazard to which it is exposed, and in-

creasing its expedition; what means
ought to be adopted for their removal;
what sum would it be advisable to appro-
priate annually to keep its navigation in a
safe and good condition, when once re-

moved; and, finally, what means ought to
be adopted to insure an efficient and eco-nomic- al

expenditure of the money which
may be appropriated. Your committee
are further of the opinion that it would be

would seem almost impossible to doubt the
expediency of wholly removing or great-
ly reducing this heavy burden on their
construction. They accordingly recom-
mend that the present duty be either whol-

ly repealed, or reduced to the rate which
a strict and exclusive regard to revenue
would require.

In reference to that portion of the me-
morial which relate to the connexion of
the Mississippi and the laks by a canal,
which would admit ships of the largest
class, navigating either, to pass from one
to the other, your committee fully concur
in all which it states in reference to its im-

portance; but they are of the opinion that
Congress has no power under the consti-
tution to construct such a work It stands,
in that respect, on the same ground with
railroads and other works of internal im-

provements, and, like them, it may be
aided directly by Congress, should it pass
through the public domain, by the grant of
alternate sections, but no further.

Your committee also fully concur in all
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ments within the body cf the States,) and
as such, in iheir opinion, not embraced in
the power to regulate commerce. Rut
they are, nevertheless, of the opinion that
where such roads, or other works of inter-
nal improvements, may pass through pub-
lic lands, the United States may contribtjite
to their construction in their charac r of
proprietors, to the extent that they may be
enhanced in price thereby. This has
usually been done by ceding alternate
sections on the projected line of such
works; and it is believed that no mode ot
contributing, more fair or better calcula-
ted to guard against abuses, can be devi-
sed. That Congress has a right to make
such contributions, where there is reason-
able ground to believe that the public lands
will be enhanced in proportion, under its

right to dispose of the "territory and other
pablic property of the United States,"
your committee cannot doubt. In making
this assertion they hold to the rule of strict
construction, and that this power, like all
the other powers of the government, is a
trust power, and, as such, is strictly limi-

ted by the nature and object of the trust.
In this case the rule requires that the
lands, and otner public property of the U.

Stales, should be disposed of to the best
advantage; and where that can be done by
contributing a portion to works which
would make the residue equally or more
valuable than the whole would be without
it, as is supposed, they hold it would be

strictly within the rule. Your committee
go further. They are of the opinion, not
only that Congress has the right to contri-
bute to the extent stated, in such cases,
but that it is in duty bound to do so, as the
representative cf a part of the proprietors
of the land to be benefited. It would be
neither just nor fair for it to stand by and
realize the advantage they would derive
from the work, without contributing a due
proportion towards its construction. It
would be still less justifiable to refuse to
contribute, if its effects should be to defeat
a work, the construction of which, while
it would enhance the value of the land be-

longing to the public, and that of individu-
al proprietors, would promote the prosperi-
ty of the country generally.

But, however clear the power, or how-

ever liberally it m iy be exercised, it can
do but little towards the construction of
the projected railroads between the valley
of the Mississippi and the southern Atlan-
tic ports. They will pass through com

paratively but a small portion of the pub-
lic lands, and that a remnant which has
been long in market, and has remained
unsold, because of a very inferior quality.
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farm of four leagues square, with 10.0 m)

head of cattle, and 6 or 800 i it,
not an uncommon thing here, the
general average is 2 to 3000. A
with 6000, if there has been plenty ol
(which is rarelv the case will kill am
iy iulu, which, at $8 per head, gives
a nanusome income. The expense ol ta-

king care of his beards is striding . as it is
done by the Indians who are paid little or
nothing. There is a great offset to this
income in the enormous prices charged for
goods. The word economy is not known,
and a dress costing $80 to glOO, is oteo
ruined in a few days and thrown aside

Last June I was at St. Crux, and took a
ride into what is called the Red Woods
The trees are noted for their great ttxe;
one measured 10 feet in diameter, and
350 feet in altitude, and there were thou-
sands that would measure 10 and 12 feet
through. Prom one tree the miller amid he
made 22,000 feet o, board, fit is
extra tree in Maine, that makes 6000
and from another 100,000 of
What do you think of these for v

One tree that was hollowed out
14 feet squ ire, and was used as a taifore
shop. A few years since some enterpri- -
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reduced the price of boards f and
800 pr M. to 840. Till lately the?
their grain scripture fashion, it iskiu 2 all
the time to keep the family upp!ied, b it
now there are 2 or 3 good flour mill built
by Yankees, which give us flour equal t
any at home. The Californians are re-
markable for nothing but horsemanship,
and well they may be for that, as thcv are
on horseback from infancy.

The farmers who read the above extract
will see that California with its
climate has a capital drawback in the
of rain. This is the great objection to it
tor agricaltural purposes.

Indian Torn.
Indian corn is growing popular in these)

latter days. In days gone by it was ceev
sidered a very vulgar sort ot grain eras
only fit for the commonest people to eat.
But since the tailing otl in the
crop, new virtues hive been
in Indian corn; even John B ill seems wil
ling to fatten on it, it he
how to cook it.

A few d.ns since, while diuing at the
Baltimore Exchange, we noticed a couple
of newly-arrive- d, sai Jv-hair- Eu?ii:h
men, opposite u, scru tinizing the bil! ol
fare. It w.- - - :is : , leert, an 1 t' ey '

were looking
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and pies, tor somel: ig thtrewuh to
elude their sumptuous dinner.

kV bars this, Bob: did one, "Uin.
pudding?"

"Where T inquired Bob, peering aithe
bill.
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repeated the first. -- Is in a II
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uo you ininK, wimi mey re maaing sucn a
rumpus about at'omer1

"Yes, that must be it," concluded Bob.
"My hey, then," said his friead, In.

ave it.
Presently the desert wis brought on.

and our fc.ngiisri neighbors cast
anxiously over the table to d
Ilindian pudding. Bat ihe
tween them and the lr.,hman was. ihn
while Pat knew his letters, bv sight, be
could'nt call them bv name, thev kne
Hindian pudding by name, but could'at
tell it when thev saw it.

At length one called a waiter.
"Bring us the maize pudding, mj boy."

said he.
The waiter stated he did'nt know

by that rame.
"The Hindian corn p lid-- " my boy. be

Hindian corn pudding," repeated the Eug-luhme- n.

It was before them in a minute, and they
helped themselves ai first, but
standing it was wery ot," it grew in firor
with them until there was
dish.

It was the first they had ever eaten, and
it was amusing to hear their
on what was to them a rare dish.

"It will do, Bob, eh? I go with Peel for
the free introduction ot Hindun corn, and
I'd ave it always done up in pudding."

"It's equal to plum pudding," rep'ied his
friend, "with beef to boot. Ii'sorer bar-

ley or hoats decidedly.'
A few years ago, these men could hare

found nothing in America fit to eat but
hunger soon brings people to their senses.

Anecdote of Decatcr At the close
of the war with Algiers, when the pre-
liminaries of peace were argued, the le
insisted that the United Su:es outfit to

pay them some tribute, (as usual.) t noth

ing more than a quantity ot unpowuer.
Com. Decatur replied, be did not doubt
but his government woaU
him have the powder, but," he Added,

j . ..- - ii. . t? :L :
you must iuac iu

Remarkable Coincidence It is re
markable that one vote carried the tariff
of 1824; one vote carried the lanfl of
182S; one vote in each house earned the
tariff of 1842, and by one vole in the Sen-

ate the tariff of 1840 bs bicome a law.

refered the mt mortal of the Memphis
Connection, have had the same under
consideration, and submit for the con
sideration of the Senate the following
report:
Nor will it be more liable to abuse by

being improperly extended to the im-

provement of its smaller tributaries, which,
as has been shown, are not embraced in
it, than it will be by extending it to like
streams falling into (he Atlantic or the
lakes. The principle which prevents the
power from embracing the one equally
prevents it from embracing the other, and
is equally as clear and well defined in the
one, as the other. If the objection be
good in the one case, it i9 in the other;
and if the liability to abuse be a good rea
son fur abandoning the improvement of
the navigation of the Mississippi, it is at
least as good for abandoning that of the
coast and the lakes.

But there is the not least prohabilty that
Congress will ever abandon the exercise
of the power. It has not only the right,
as lias been shown, but it is its duty to ex-

ercise it; a duly, under the constitution,
to the States immediately interested, and
which are, by one of its provisions, pro-
hibited from adopting the only means by
which they could themselves regulate
their commerce with each other. Indeed,
the States directly interested in its exer-cis- e

are too numerous and strong to per-
mit the power to be abandoned, or lie dor-

mant; and all attempts to prevent its due
exercise on the part of those who may
dread its abuse; or who may be adverse
to its exercise from other causes, would
have no other effect but to compel the
more moderate and scrupulous of those di-

rectly interested in its due exercise to unite
with the less moderate and scrupolous in
their own and other portions of the Union,
and thereby pace the power under the ex- -

lu-i- ve control of those who would exer-cis- e

it without regard to abuses, or to the
restrictions imposed by the constitution.
On the contrary, by admitting the power,
supporting its due exercise, and direct,
ing their efforts to confining it within its
proper constitutional limits, the united ef--

lorts of the moderate of every portion of
the Union might succeed in preventing
abuses, and carrying at the same time in-

to full effect the intention of the framers
of the constitution in delegating the power.
Rut, if such efforts should fail to prevent
extravagant and unwarranted appropria
tions and expenditures, there remains a
certain corrective to both perhaps the
only certain one against the abuses in
cident to appropriations and expenditures
of a general fund on local objects, which,
by united efforts, they might succeed in

applying. It is that of raising the sum to
be expended, from the interest to be bene-

fited by the ependiure; that is, in this

case, by a moderate duty on light and

tonnage, on vessels engaged in navigating
the coast, the lakes, and the Mississippi,
and other rivers embraced by the power;
and by applying the sum so raised from
each to the improvement of its navigation.
The same mode of raising and applying
the requisite sum, in reference to smaller
streams, might be adopted by the States
interested, at least as far as tonnage du
ties are concerned, with the consent of
Congres. It is the equitable and fair
mode which was practised by the States
before ihe adoption of the constitution, and
which is practised by the government of
the country from which we derive our ori-

gin and language, as ha3 been stated. It
was also the mode practised in its early
stages by the federal government; with,
however, this radical defect, that the sums
raised, instead of being kept as a sepa-
rate fund to be applied to it; epecfic and

appropriate objects, were blended with the

general funds of the treasury. The duty
imposed would, of course, constitute a

general charge on the commerce on which
it would fall; but when the vast amount
of that of the coast, the Mississippi, and
the lakes is taken into the estimate, and the
strict economy to which the mode of rais-

ing and applying the fund would lead in
the expenditures, there can be no doubt
the charge would be far more than com-

pensated' by the reduction of the rates of
insurance.

Such are the conclusions to which your
commhtee have been brought, in reference
to the portion of the memmorial which re-

lates to the improvement of the navigation
of the Mississippi and its great tributaries.
It remains, before concluding, to consider
what preparatory measures should be

adopted in order to insure a systematic,
judicious, and efficient expenditure of the
money which may be appropriated to carry
the power into effect, should Congress
concur in their veiws in relation to it.

They are of the opinion it is indipen-sabl- e,

for that purpose, to constitute a
board of able and experienced engineers,
whose duty it should be to make, under
the direction of the Secretary of War, a

careful examination and survey of the

advisable that the board should consist of
three engineers, one military and two
civil; and that in the mean time, until they
can report, a moderate sum should be ap-
propriated to romove the more dangerous
obstructions.

Having now finished the portion of their
report which relates to the improvment
of the navigation of the Mississippi, inclu-

ding its great tributaries, your committee
will next proceed to the consideration of
that portion of the memorial which relates
to the reclaiming, by embankments, the
public lands, which, in consequence of
being subject to its inundations, are not fit
for cultivation.

The subject is one of no small impor-
tance. The Mississippi, like most of the
other great rivers, has formed by its de-

posits, in the long course of years a tract
of great extent and fertility in its approach
to the ocean, and which is subject to in-

undations by its floods. There is no data
by which the extent of this tract can be
ascertained with any accuracy, but it is

estimated, from the best attainable data
by the proper departmet, to contain about
33,075,000 acres, or 51,070 square miles,
lying in the States of Louisiana, Missis-

sippi. Arkansas, Missouri, acd Illinois.
It is believed by far the greater part

may be reclaimed by a proper system of
embankment. It is more difficult to esti-

mate with any precision what portion of it
is still public land. They have not been
able to obtain any document that may be
relied on as approaching accuracy in that
respect, except in reference to the portion
of the tract lying in the State of Louisi-

ana. It appears by a report of the sur-

veyor general of that State, made in Oc-

tober, 184 that there is of overflowed
and swamp land in that State, 8,505,505
acres; of which there are subject to pri-

vate claims 798,763 acres; granted for
schools and other purposes, 378,743; sold
prior to the 30th September of that year,
1,635,458; and unsold, or public lands,
5,602,836, making nearly three-quarte- rs

of the whole. Assuming the same pro
portion to remain unsold in the other States,
the aggregate amount still belonging to
the public would.be 21,850,000 acres.

As fertile as this great body of land is,
by far the greater part is at present of lit-

tle or no vnlue, in consequence of its
swampy character and being subject to in-

undation, and must remain so; alike un-

profitable to the public and individuals, so

long as they may remain in their present
condition. Rut they must remain so until
reclaimed by embankments. To meet the
expenso of making them, the convention
recommends the grant of lands, or appro-
priation of money by Congress.

Your committee are of the opinion th at

something ought to he done towards bring-
ing this great body of fertile land into cul-

tivation. While it remains in its present
state, with one, and that the larger por-
tion, held by the Union, another (that gran-
ted for schools and other purposes) by the
States, and a third by individuals, and
these several portions not held in parcels,
or bodies, separate and distinct from each
other, but intermixed one with ?he other,
nothing can well be done towards reclaim-in- g

'them. It would require the co-ope- ra

tion of fhe parties interested, each in pro
portion to the extent ot his interest, to ac
complish the object. To ob'ain such co

operation, and fix satisfactorily the amount
that each should contribute towards ma-

king the necessary embankments, would

obviously be a work of too much difficulty
and complication to be undertaken. Tne
only remedy is to diminish the number of

the parlies interested; and for .that pur-

pose, your committee are of the opinion
that Congress ought to adopt measures to

dispose of its portion of these lands, with

as little delay as a just regard to the pub-

lic interests will permit. And to effect

that, they are of the opinion the most ad-

visable course would be to reduce the

price of the portion belonging to the pub-

lic, gradually: say at the ra'.e of one fifth

a intervals of four years, untii it shall be

reduced to the rate of 25 cents an acre ;

and to cede to the States in which they

may respectively lie all not sold at the ex-

piration of four years thereafter.
Your committes will next prcceed to con

sider that portion of the memorial which
relates to the communication by railroads
between the valley of the Mississippi and
the southern Atlantic Stales. 1 hey re

gard works of the kind as belonging to in

ternal improvements, (that is, improve

that is stated by the memorial in reference j

to the importance of keeping open the
communication by sea between the gulf ol
Mexico and the Atlantic coast, and the
means it recommends for that purpose,
both military and naval. It is the great
thoroughfare of the Union, and cannot be
closed, even for a short t ime, without con-

vulsing its commerce and business opera-
tions in every department, and throughout
the whole Union. Nothing, in that opin-
ion, short of a strong naval force, sustain-
ed by a permanent naval station of the first
class at Pensacola, or some other port in
the gulf, and suitable fortifications to de-

fend and secure the pass between Florida
on the one side, and Cuba and the Baha-
ma islands on the other, can keep it open
at all times, in war as well as peace free
from dangers; and they accordingly re-

commend to the early attention of Con-

gress the establishment of such a station,
with all suitable means for building and
repairing vessels of war, with an adequate
portion of the navy permanently stationed
there, and the speedy completion ot the
fortifications already commenced to defend
and secure the pass.

Life in California.
A graphic picture of the courterie- - and

usages of every day life in Caiitornia, is

given in the following extract of a letter
from an intelligent shipmaster who has
been several years on the coast, which we
copy from an exchange paper:

California is a singular country; you
may read and hear of it, but io know it
you must see it yourself. lio-pitali- ty pre-
vails over the whole country. Go where
you will you are weicome to a bed, break
fast, dinner or supper : you have no need
of an invitation, for it is the custom of the
country . What would your mone - ab- -

bing Yankees in Gotham say, if a Ktra.-.ge- r

should walk in at the hour of dim e: and
take a seat at the table, and perhaps say,
you must give me a bed as I shall stop all
night. Uur clerks and supercargoes go
from one end of the coast to the other, and
when night comes on or they are hungry,
they stop at the first house and call for
something to eat or a bed as they want,
and we of the ship return the compliment.
This free hospitality is extended to all per-
sons who show any signs of respectabili
ty; we could not do without it. Go to
whatever part of the world you may, I do
not believe you would find just such ano
ther country as this, for perfect indepen
dence, as there is neither law nor gospel
here, bvery one does as he sees fit in
his own eyes; he may go to bed drunk or
sober. The writer is known on the coast
as " the cold-wat- er man." Once a
while a knock down takes place with some
cutting or stabbing; the offenders are haul-

ed up, and after 3 or 4 weeks spent in
smoking and drinking they let them go,
and there the matter ends. I have laugh
ed many a time at witnessing a trial. The
accusers and the accused, and the specta
tors sit together, and sometimes all lianas
talk at once no lawyers' fees to pay
and after all parties are heard, ihe culprits
are discharged and the constables pay the
cost.

1 called at the house of a friend not long
since, to get my coffee, and fell in with
one of our country women who came
across the land, a real genuine specimen
of the Western States. In speaking of
her travels through the mountains, she
said, "Wal, we had a pretty considerable
hard time of it, but I did not mind it until
we had to heavy away our plunder; then
I felt awful." This reminds me of the la
mentation of a western widower over the
grave of his wife. Said he, "1 have lost
cows, but I never had anything cut me
like Urn'."

The tide of emigration is rolUng this
way, and the enterprising people of the
Western States are fast filling up this coun
try. I should not wonder if in a few years
Mexico should find a second Texas, (the
letter is dated the last of January, and his

prophecy is almost history now.) Cali
fornia has a fine climate, but it will never
be more than a great grazing country
Some men have from 8 to 12,000 cattie
What would one of our farmers say to u
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But i does Dot lohow mat the federal go-

vernment cannot render efficient aid to.
wards their construction, because it can do

little by direct contribution. It can, not-

withstanding, do much if not in that
way, in another less effectual by the re-- t

of the heavy burden imposed on
their .ensiruction by its own acts: they re-

fer to the duty on iron.
It is well known that the cost of iron is

one of the heaviest items everywhere in

the expense of constructing railroads. In

constructing those projected between the
southern Atlantic States and the valley of
the Mississippi, which, for the most part,
will pass through a level country, abound-

ing in good timber, and requiring but little

grading or expenditure to acquire the right
of way, it is by far the heaviest of all the

items. The duty on iron of a description
calculated to form a substantial and dura-

ble road (T iron) is itself a charge of up-war- ds

of $2000 the mile a sum equal to

about one sixth of what would probably be
tho nvprnop ficrcrrejDrate COSt D6r mile of

..v " n so- - o
constructing those roads.

It is this heavy burden which retards the

completion of a system of railroads, which,
when comDleted. will do so much not only
fnr Uo mutual nrnsneritv and defence of

the States immediately interested, but for

that of the whole Union. Thus regard-

ing it, your committee are of opinion that,
on every principle of expediency and fair

ness, not to say justice, this burden ought
to be either wholly removed, or at least
reduced to the rate which a strict regard
to revenue principles would demand.
Thcv believe that neither would material
ly effect the prosperity of that branch of
our manutactures. The increaseu impure
which it would t?ive to the construction of
railroads over the whole Union, and the

impulse which their construction would,
in turn, give to the general prosperity, by
rhpnnpninor ihn cost of tranSDOl tatlon, and

enlarrin the sphere of demand, would, in

their opinion,' in a great measure tt not a

tosrether, compensate the loss which might
result to the manufacturers of iron, by a

ffreatlv increased demand for other de

scriptions of iron But, whether such
wnulrlhfi thp. ease or not. certain it is that
all other interests agricultural, comtner
cial, and even manufacturing would be

vpi--v orrftfitlv ..enefiited bv the increased
-

rapiditv and cheapness of transportation
If to this be added the still more important
considerations the great and happy inn J

ence it would have in a political and socia

point of view, and the increased safety o

thp. ronntrv from the vastly increased

mQa nf AcnrP which a widely extend- -

ed svsttm of railroads would furnish it

i ion, opooe- -


